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be Reported

* Record address
* SSN
s Other identifying information

NOTE: It is important that all requested data
be reported, including account balance information
and complete account numbers.

Media Types Supported

+CD

« DAT

* Diskette

* 9 Track Reel (3412)

* 9 Track Cartridge (3480, 3490, 3490F)
«FTP

» Internet

Data Match Methods

Financial mstitutions must elect to use one of two
data matching options.

Method 1: The financial institution may provide
Informatix, Inc.  with a file identifying all open
accounts. We will match this file against an
inquiry file supplied by the state’s child support
enforcement agency.

Method 2: The financial institution may match an
inquiry file supplied by the state’s child support
enforcement agency against all open accounts
maintained by the financial institution.

MultiState Data Match

Financial institutions doing business in more than
one state may choose to exchange with the Federal
Oftice of Child Support Enforcement or may elect to
exchange through each state.

Off-Line Testing

Prior to the live data match, financial institutions
will be able to test their software for either Method 1
or Method 2. The test software will be available on
the FIDM website and will be a simple download.

Financial Institutions Using Service
Providers

Financial institutions that use service providers will
simply provide the name of their service provider on
their agreement form. Informatix. Inc.  will work
directly with the provider to conduct the data match.
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Easy to Report . '
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file format is similar to the current 1099 reporting ' : '
format.
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Overview

All children deserve the
chance to achieve their full
potential. Parents who pro-
vide emotional and financial
support to their children go
a long way toward further-
ing this potential. But when
noncustodial parents fail to
provide economically for
their children, federal mandates empower states
to enforce the collection of child support.

Cases of past due child support have increased
from 2 million in 1976 to 107 million in 2005,
Today the federal Office of Child Support En-
forcement (OCSE), working with state and local
child support programs, is launching a nationwide
child support enforcement strategy that employs a
powerful new tool. The Financial Institution Data
Match (FIDM) will expedite collection of some
of the $107 billion in owed support — and change
millions of children’s lives.

What is FIDM?

Public Law 104-193, the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of
1996 (PRWORA), also known as the Welfare
Reform Act, was signed into law on August 22,
1996.

FIDM 1s an innovative provision of PRWORA
requiring all states to enter agreements with
financial mstitutions doing business within their

state to conduct a quarterly data match. The data

match identifies accounts belonging to parents delin\]}‘

quent in their child support obligation. When a mate

1s made with the account of a delinquent obligor, state *

child support agencies may issue liens or levies to
collect past-due child support. Our state is part of the
FIDM Alliance, a consortium of states that has con-
tracted with Informatix to conduct data matches with
financial institutions using its innovative Match-Lock
Solutions.

Financial Institution Limited Liability

Tnder state and federal law, financial mstitutions
cannot be held liable for release of a financial record
to state child support enforcement agencies.
Additional information regarding these statutes can
be found at the FIDM Alliance website.

Who Must Parficipate

+ Banks and Savings and Loans

+ Federal and State Credit Unions

+ Benefit associations

+ Insurance companies

+ Safety Deposit companies

+ Any entity that offers to the public accounts
subject to the FIDM statutes

Frequency of Match

The data matching process must be conducted

quarterly but may be staggered throughout the quarter.

Types of Accounts Subject to Match
Accounts include but are not limited to:

o Demand deposit accounts

o Checking accounts or negotiable withdrawal order
account

» Savings accounts

» Time deposit accounts

» Money-market mutual fund accounts

Texas Contact

In Texas, the Office of the Attorney General is the
agency responsible for the child support program
and working with financial institutions to implement
the data match process.

For information or questions regarding lien and
levy processing, please contact:

The Office of the Attorney General

Special Collections Unit

(210) 304-7273.

For general information or questions regarding the
FIDM program, please contact:
Ricardo L.oera
Office of the Attorney General
Child Support Division Contract Services
(512) 460-6395.

Texas Law

In Texas, an individual who owes a child support
debt will not be submitted for the financial
institution data match unless that debt totals

at least $150.00. FIDM law is found in the

Texas Family Code, Section 231.307
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